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HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [1.09 pm]: I wish to update the 
house on recent announcements to strengthen secondary education in the Fremantle and Armadale areas. 
Extensive consultation with the Fremantle and Armadale communities in 2014 highlighted that declining student 
enrolments in Hamilton Senior High School and South Fremantle Senior High School have limited the breadth 
and depth of curriculum and support programs for students in these areas. Following an extensive survey of both 
communities, respondents signalled the need for secondary schools that provide a comprehensive education, with 
better subject choices and more options for young people to pursue tertiary education, further training and 
employment. This was reinforced at community meetings in both Fremantle and Armadale attended by the 
Premier and me. In December 2014, I announced that Hamilton and South Fremantle Senior High Schools will 
be amalgamated at the end of 2017. A new public secondary school, Fremantle College, will open as an 
independent public school in 2018, located on the site currently occupied by South Fremantle Senior High 
School. The college will have a school board drawn from community, business and academia to shape its 
direction. The college will have a selective gifted and talented program for students with exceptional academic 
abilities, retain the state-of-the-art maritime trade training centre, and continue an established commitment to 
sustainability as a carbon-neutral school. The government is investing about $30 million in a building program to 
ultimately accommodate 1 250 students. This will be offset by the sale of the Hamilton Senior High School site. 

Armadale secondary education will be strengthened by having Cecil Andrews Senior High School providing 
students with academically focused curriculum programs, and Armadale Senior High School focusing on 
vocational education and training programs. Armadale Senior High School’s current VET program will be 
expanded to include new programs in hospitality and allied health services. All VET programs will lead to 
nationally recognised qualifications. Further programs will be determined by the principal and school 
community, to meet the employment needs of the Armadale area. A building program will see a new commercial 
kitchen built, and the cafeteria, food and textile facilities and selected classrooms upgraded. Armadale Senior 
High School will continue to provide students with the opportunity to study Australian tertiary admission rank 
academic subject choices. 

Cecil Andrews Senior High School will provide academic programs for students wishing to go on to tertiary 
study. A new academic extension program will be established for students in years 7 to 10. It will provide 
students with a full academic curriculum, with a focus on science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 
In addition, in order to promote student interest in STEM, a capital works program will see two specialist 
multidisciplinary laboratories, a lecture space for up to 70 students, and preparation areas built. Also, the 
cafeteria, selected classrooms and parking area will be upgraded. Both schools will receive funding for 
three years for a coordinator to plan and organise the new programs. Armadale Education Support Centre will 
continue to provide for children with disability; there will be no changes to other secondary schools in the area. 

The government is investing $9.4 million to enhance education in the Armadale region: $4.45 million for 
Armadale Senior High School, and $4.95 million for Cecil Andrews Senior High School. The new programs, 
buildings and upgrades will be ready for the start of the 2017 school year. These changes are designed to reflect 
the aspirations of the Fremantle and Armadale communities, and will provide a high-quality education for 
students in these areas. 
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